
Evaluation – 2022 SOLID Summer School 
 
From June 27th to July 8th, the Institute for Addiction Research (ISFF) organized a summer 
school at the Frankfurt University of Applied Sciences. Over twenty social work students, 
trained social workers and physicians from Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan had the 
opportunity to gain exciting insights into the theory and practice of social work and social 
institutions in Germany, to discuss them in context and reflect on their perspectives. The 
program included seminars, workshops, panel discussions on the topic of social work in the 
drug sector, exciting visits to on-site facilities, including the drug consumption room at 
Niddastraße, a guided tour through Frankfurt’s main station district as well as visits to the 
nonprofit organizations Maincheck and Doña Carmen. Moreover, the summer school 
provided the opportunity to as well as short documentaries produced by the ISFF on 
different areas of the Social work in the drug and addiction area.  
 
At the final day of the summer school, the participants presented the results of their group 
work, which they had developed over the two weeks. These presentations were a true 
success, as they showed how intensively the participants had worked on the projects. The 
feedback of the summer school was overwhelmingly positive and motivates the SOLID staff 
members for many more summer schools in the years to come. 
 

1. Closed question: Program of the summer school 
 

The first closed question focused on the different thematic elements of the summer school. 
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poor 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

not so good 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

okay 0 2 1 0 3 0 1 2

very good 4 6 1 1 7 3 4 3

excellent 16 11 18 19 10 17 15 15

How did you like the following elements of the summer school 
program? 
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2. Organization of the summer school 
 

 

3. Overall experience 
 

 

 

4. Open question: Learning – What did you learn during the summer school? 
 

The evaluation took place at the final day of the conference as a written evaluation. 20 of 21 
participants took part in the evaluation. Next to three closed questions, the participants 
answered to four open questions. 
 

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20

Accommodation (hosl)

Lunch (canteen)

Dinner (restaurants)

Free time activities

Accommodation
(hosl)

Lunch (canteen) Dinner (restaurants) Free time activities

poor 0 0 1 1

not so good 0 0 1 1

okay 8 0 3 1

very good 6 1 7 4

excellent 6 19 9 14

How did you like the following aspects of the summer school 
organization? 
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poor 0 0 0

not so good 0 0 0

okay 0 0 0

very good 1 0 0

excellent 19 20 20

How do you rate the overall experience of participating in 
the summer school? 
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Answers to question 4: 
 
I have learned about the main role of social workers in Germany, motivational interviewing; 
problems faced by substance users, culture, tradition, gained knowledge 
 
I studied the experience of working with drug users and HIV. I learned how to conduct 
motivational interviewing. 
 
I learned how to make presentations with Canva and how to work with vulnerable 
populations; CBT and MI. 
 
I gained new knowledge about the profession of social work and obtained new skills. 
 
I learned a lot of new things for myself: social work in Germany, including work with alcohol 
and drug addicts, HIV/Aids patients, LGTB people, prostitutes 
 
I learned about education I social sciences and medical sciences. I my opinion, this summer 
school was successful. 
 
I learned how social work has developed in Germany. 
 
I learned about where we can go; how to work with Canva in my work. 
 
I became confident in English. Before the summer school, I did not know about social work 
and drug addiction. I realized how difficult these issues are. 
 
I learned to work in working groups and not to be afraid of voicing my ideas. 
 
I obtained new knowledge and experience. It was interesting to see how social work is done 
in Germany. 
 
I learned how social work is applied in Germany. What are the difficulties and challenges in 
the system? New tools for developing of training and education processes back in home 
country. 
 
I was not really in the topic. I am interested in the topic of drug addiction since the time I 
visited Iran and its rehabilitation centers. During this summer school I had a great chance to 
get if not full but at least intro information, and I made a lot of notes to research about the 
system of social work, motivational interviewing, CBT methods (very useful!). It was 
interesting to visit the institutions here and get to know about the master programs that 
UAS is providing. And the doctor from the clinic shared a lot of information about the 
procedures and medicines being used in his clinic. 
 
I gave some evaluation to my knowledge and see some gaps. After the summer school I will 
continue to work on this. I learned a lot of interesting things: workshop on canva, site visits, 
group work etc. 
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I learned from the Canva workshop, to improve presentations, CBT, motivational 
interviewing, and introduction to practical work. 
 
Being kind to each other, wonderful German hospitality, commitment to serve socially 
under-privileged people. 
 
During the summer school I gained new experience, I learned about social work and also 
about social problems in Germany. We obtained a lot of information, not only through 
lectures, but also through practice. The site visits to the organizations were very interesting. 
 
The summer school was very informative, included good lectures on social work and 
practical work. 
 
I very much liked the ISSUP training and the session on social work with addiction. 
 
The summer school program was intense: I gained new knowledge and learned about the 
experience of training social workers. 
 

5. Open question: Highlights of the summer school 
 
Spending time with friends, lectures, videos, presentation 
 
I enjoyed it very much. 
 
Visits to the drug consumption room and the organization Maincheck/AidsHilfe; HIV 
seminar; ISSUP CBT, seminar on motivational interviewing 
 
Interesting and fruitful time  
 
Creativity, motivation, professor Heino Stöver, excellent food, crucial issues which are 
lacking in Central Asia. 
 
Each day was full of new insights. 
 
ISSUP training, Canva, visit of the consumption room, motivational interviewing. 
 
The organization of the summer school, the experience of the staff and lecturers. 
 
Lectures and site visits, visiting another city 
 
Motivational interviewing, site visit to drug consumption room, LGTB organization 
Maincheck, group work for projects. 
 
I really liked the motivational interviewing and the CBT sessions. The group work helped me 
strengthening my management and group work skills. I am thinking on what I can do to 
change the system in my country. 
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I think for the first time, when we arrived for me, it was difficult to communicate with 
others, now I became more open and found new friends. 
 
Internet access was good, 9-Euro ticket was good, it was great to have an opportunity to see 
the country. 
 
I liked it very much. 
 
Presentation of the group work, exchange of experiences with specialists, site visits and also 
the trip to Heidelberg. 
 
The practical part was great: We visited all these places that need social workers and the 
master classes were organized for us on their part. 
 
It was very fruitful to visit the NGOs. 
 
My highlights were the lectures, the visits to the organizations and the involvement of 
students in the organization of the summer school. 
 

6. Open question: Room for improvement 
 
Visit to a prison 
 
Proper organization of dinner times and free time 
 
More practice, individual approach, mixing the techniques of education 
 
Not hostel, but hotel !!! 
 
I think it would be better if there were more practical assignments. 
 
It would be good to improve communication and travelling and get some free days to do 
something. 
 
Nothing to add. Maybe it would be possible to add more scientific data, research articles, 
research designs. 
 
More techniques of ISSUP training, practical MI, visiting NGOs 
 
Maybe more activities like site visits, and interviewing practitioners. 
 
More time for personal duties (dinner time was too late and too late, few times we waited 
for two hours for the food, while most interesting things to visit close at 6 or 7 pm 
 
To shorten time for discussion, provide more trainings or applied courses (1 to 3 hours). 
Sometimes it felt too much of discussion from participants and scientific coordinators 
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I think in the agenda could have been a little bit more free time. And the accommodation 
was not comfortable. There were a lot of noisy children that were disturbing us during the 
nights and administrators were not always willing to do something about this. 
 
I would suggest to make the videos in English, because for us it is so difficult to follow the 
subtitles. 
 
The dinners took a lot of time. We had to wait for a long time. I would have liked more free 
time to walk around in the city. 
 
The site visits could be organized more in a step-to-step approach – starting from 
counselling & testing and ending with consumption services and drug-free rehab. That would 
be less shocking for newbies. 
 
It was all organized on a high level. 
 
It would have been great to visit more organizations on a normal working day to gain 
experience. 
 
I would be good to visit more organizations that are engaged in social work. 
 
More visits to social organizations. 
 

7. Feedback for the organization of the next summer school – what should we have in 
mind?  

 

All participants should present individually; visiting narcological department, HIV center, 
prison, detox center, focusing on scientific growth, e.g. how to write articles. 
 
Even more site visits and workshops for self-development 
 
Outreach, field work 
 
Possibilities of social support in medical departments related to addictions which could be 
given directly from a doctor who has no occupation in social work 
 
Motivational interviewing in real time 
 
I like the content. 
 
I will recommend the summer school, so good content – related workshops, lessons, topics, 
organizations for next year. 
 
Do the same – thank you. 
 
Visit to nonprofit organizations 
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Organization was wonderful. There were no problems. Maybe fewer general lectures and 
more information about social work in different countries. There were some repetitions in 
the lectures. 
 
Visit to a prison and to a clinic. 
 
More visit to organizations. 
 
Strict timing for learning, watching videos – videos could be send via e-mails with survey. 
 
Change accommodation. Make the videos shorter maybe. It is difficult to concentrate on 
long videos when people are speaking in German, and subtitles do not always work. 
 
And please be more careful with the names of the participants on the badges. 
 
More content and lectures on HIV topic. For me the workshop on Canva was interesting and 
the CBT. Also, it would be great to visit a prison. 
 
I would suggest to deepening the course on CBT, to add information about the requirements 
of a scientific paper and to provide specific tools or methods for motivational interviewing. 
 
Visiting self-help groups and rehab centers, allocate for time for skills-based workshops like 
CBT and MI. 
 
It would be great to include the visit of a prison and a rehabilitation clinic. 
 
I would suggest to visit more organizations to observe the process of work of specialists. 
 
I would suggest to visit more organizations that are engaged in social work. 
 
Thank you for the organization of the summer school. Everything went at the highest level. 
 
 

 


