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Goals

in connection with SDG goals
❖

A jointly developed research program on the influence of
social work on the prevention and treatment of drug / opioid
addiction with the mainm focus on role of Non-Governmental
Organizattions (NGOs)

❖

Development of courses / training curricula for social work with
drug-consuming and addicted people (who also live with HIV
/ hepatitis)

❖

Exchange of German and Central Asian/Chinese scientists
and study and research stays in Frankfurt / M. and Central Asia
and the PRC

Partner Universities

Bishkek Humanitarian/State University K. Karasaeva,
Department of Social Work and Practical Psychology (Bishkek,
Kyrgysz Republic); Tajik Slavonic University ?? (Dushanbe,
Tajikistan); Eurasian National University. Gumilyov, Department
of Sociology (Astana/Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan); Human Research
and Development Center (Inson Tadqiqoti va Taraqqiyoti
Markazi) (Buchara, Uzbekistan), Bukhara State Medical Institute;
Shanghai Mental Health Centre, Jiao Tong University School of
Medicine (Shanghai, VR China)

Drug- and AIDS Situation
in Central Asia 2017
(CADAP 6)

TOTAL PREVALENCE OF DRUG USERS IN THE NARCOLOGIC REGISTER
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Harm Reduction: syringe Exchange
Programs

Harm Reduction: Number of provided
syringes

Harm Reduction: number of
participants at NES

Opiate Substitution Treatment (OST) of
opioid users in Central Asia

Role of social work in Central Asia
(InbeAIDS report 2020)

1. Implementation of case management,
depending on the needs of the key groups
and their specific needs, a social support
program is developed to improve the quality
of life of the customers
2. An interdisciplinary approach and teamwork
4. The fight against stigma. Social workers
can play an important role in changing public
opinion
5. Protection of the rights and interests of
those affected and the citizens: policy
development, lobbying, public awareness,
public education, campaigning, alliances, etc.
6. Provision of social services and
humanitarian aid

Role of social work in China

•
•
•
•

Development of Social Work Education in China
in the Context of New Policy Initiatives: Issues
and Challenges
Yuegen Xiong & Sibin Wang

In the twenty-first century, in a knowledgebased economy, social work is continuing
to develop its professional identity and raise its
professional status, having a
substantial impact on economic and social
policies. There is a widely held consensus
that addressing social problems and
responding to emerging social needs has been
a vital focus for social work since the late
nineteenth century when scholars argued that
influencing social policy should be part of
social work (Schneider & Netting, 1999).
Social work education has not only to reflect
changing social needs, but also to
respond positively to changing policies and
changing socio-economic development.

Social Work Education
Vol. 26, No. 6, September 2007, pp. 560–572

Development of social
work education in China


Rapid Development of Social Work
Education in Reform China after the
1990s China witnessed a
phenomenal expansion of social
work education after 1999.



Bachelor degree programs
mushroomed at the universities and
colleges as a result of the market
economy and social policy reform.
Although there was a positive
response by social work educators to
professionalization, the sudden
increase in social work education
programs generated debate and
discussion about this newly emerging
discipline.



Development of Social
Work Education in China
in the Context of New
Policy Initiatives: Issues
and Challenges



Yuegen Xiong & Sibin
Wang



Social Work Education Vol.
26, No. 6, September 2007,
pp. 560–572
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Situation of social work in Central
Asia (InbeAIDS report 2020)
• 1) Even if the position of a social worker in a
medical facility is free, the functions of social work
are not transparent, they are often performed by
specialists with medical training. Therefore, the
medical aspect of the work predominates
• 2) Another factor is the threat to the profession due
to its young history
• 3) The third factor, one of the most serious
obstacles, is the low salary of social workers who
work in government institutions for social support.

Situation of social work in China


In line with Government’s initiative to promote the professional
standard of social workers, the Academic Degrees
Committee of the State Council decided in 2009 to allow
universities to offer China’s own MSW programmes. As of 2018
December, there were 348 universities and colleges offering
social work programmes at the degree level and 150 offering
MSW programmes, with another 82 colleges providing
professional education in social work at the post-secondary
level. (According to CASWE, the number of social work
graduates amongst nearly 20,000 per year.)
Reconstruction of social work education in China through
transformative partnership: Case study of the 30 years’
partnership between The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
and Peking University Angelina Woon Ki Yuen-Tsang & Sibin
Wang China Journal of Social Work 2020, DOI:
10.1080/17525098.2020.1714130

Requirements for high-quality training
for social work with addicts


Training programs for social
work with addicts; Outreach
training opportunities for
social workers as being only
responsible for the distribution
of condoms, syringes and HIV
tests.



Development of advanced
training programs at postgraduate level (after the
bachelor's degree) and for
para-specialists who perform
the functions of a social
worker in a nongovernmental organization;



Support for social work in the
form of job descriptions,
training in health care and in
prison.
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Experiences of the Frankfurt University of
Applied Sciences in China

Internationl Conference Dialog on Social
Work in Shanghai in October 2007 in
Cooperation of Frankfurt University
of Applied Sciences and the East China
University of Sciences and Technology
(ECUST)

The office of the Council of Shanghai
ZiQiang Social Services (CSZQSS)

Goals of the SOLID project

Goal 1

German universities have acquired expertise in development cooperation

Goal 2

Development-relevant networks are established with the involvement of nonuniversity actors

Goal 3

Research priorities based on the 2030 UN-Agenda for Sustainable
Development Goals have been established at the participating universities

Goal 4

Graduates are adequately integrated into the job market

“Health is the goal, prerequisite and result of sustainable development, its promotion is a
requirement of humanity and part of responsible government policy (…). The challenges
in the health sector are still huge."
In Central Asia, the prevalence of opioid use is twice as high as in Europe, in China there
are almost 5 million opioid users, still a small number in relation to the total population,
but an enormous problem for the healthcare system. There are too few offers for help.
The staff is qualified and highly motivated, but consists almost entirely of medical doctors
- social work as a central component of the services (in Germany) is neither offered at
university education nor in practice. The well-being of those affected also depends on
the offers of help and the reduction of stigmatization and marginalization.

"Education

is a human right - it empowers people to
improve their political, social, cultural, and economic
situation." In post-Soviet Central Asia, as well as in China,
high-quality education is an important socio-political
concern. However, there are too few specific training
opportunities for the prevention and treatment of
addictions.

Measures of the project

Action 1:

Establishment of a university network of joint research activities on the role of
social work/assistance in drug / addiction aid

15 young researchers (3 in each
country) are funded, who in their
dissertation explain the role of social
work/social medicine in drug aid in
their country of origin (Kyrgyzstan,
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan PR
China). In addition, 1 post-doctoral
position is to be created in each
participating country (i.e. a total of 5),
which will deal with in-depth curricular
topics in the context of "social work
and drug addiction / therapy"

Measures of the project

Action 2:

Development of an e-learning platform / courses for social work with drug
addicted people

E-learning tools on various aspects of
counseling and treatment of drug
addiction / substance use disorders
and measures for prevention and
therapy are being developed.
Examples are modern consulting
methods (e.g. motivational
interviewing / MI) and short
interventions (e.g. such as cognitivebehavioral therapy / CBT) that can be
manualized or operationalized for elearning courses

Measures of the project

Action 3:

Development of a curriculum for a course "Social work and addiction therapy
and social management in addiction support"

Adaptation and national adaptation,
design and implementation of a
master's program developed at FRAUAS that has implemented
international standards for the therapy
of drug addicts in a curricular manner.
Such a degree has so far been
completely lacking in Central Asia, and
there would also be an adaptation to
the socio-cultural conditions in the five
partner countries

Measures of the project

Action 4:

Study and research stays by young researchers at the Frankfurt University of
Applied Sciences and field research on social work in drug and addiction aid
in Frankfurt and Berlin

The 18 young researchers (3 from all 6
participating countries) - as a
permanent research group, quasi as
participants in the doctoral colloquium,
will carry out substantial field research
for their dissertations during a onemonth research stay in Frankfurt and
Berlin in the second project year and
with the director of studies (Prof. Dr .
Stöver)

Measures and anticipated goals of the project

Action 5:

Participation of the 15 young scientists and post-docs and the three German
doctoral students and the post-doc in international conferences (a total of 2
meetings during the term, i.e. 48 conference visits).

Research priorities on topics of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development
will be implemented
Action 6:

Organization of 10 joint specialist events

Specialist events/lectures on the role of social work
in drug / addiction aid in the broadest sense are
carried out at the participating universities /
research institutions. These events are designed in
a professional manner and address key issues such
as Infectious diseases and intravenous drug use,
drug addiction in prisons, gender aspects of drug
addiction and therapy / counseling, role and
strengthening of NGOs, poverty and health.

Measures of the project

Action 7:

The (young) scientists and post-docs hold courses at their universities.

The participating universities establish
master's courses in social work in drug
and aid in close cooperation with
NGOs of former drug users

Kontakt:
hstoever@fb4.fra-uas.de
ingoiljamichels@gmail.com
Frankfurt University of Applied Sciences
Frankfurt Institute for Addiction Research
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